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Catholic at heart, and is said to have encouraged many wavering youths
to embrace the Faith. Falling under the suspicions of the Authorities,
and being much troubled in conscience, he left the University and was
reconciled to the Catholic Church at Rheims, as stated above. He was
ordained there presumably in 1584, and after returning to England,
resolved to bring his parents back to the old religion. As the persecution
was now very severe and spies extremely numerous, he had to go to them
disguised as a labouring man, but as the result of his instructions, he had
the happiness of seeing both his father and mother enter the Church.
The next object of his solicitude was his uncle, the old Marian priest,
This ecclesiastic, like so many others at that time had accepted a benefice
in the Elizabethan establishment, while saying Mass in secret! His
nephew was able to convince him that such a course was not only unworthy,
but utterly unlawful, so the old temporizing priest resigned his living,
and retired as Chaplain into a Catholic family. Having thus well and
successfully begun the good work with his own relations, the zealous
missioner then turned his attention to the many Catholic prisoners for the
Faith in York Castle, He visited these confessors frequently, and afforded
them the consolations of instruction and sacraments. Like the Rev,
Ralph Corbie and the Rev. John Duckett, more than half a century later,
he was arrested while on a missionary journey, by Sir William Mallory,
and confined in York Castle where he had so often been on visits of mercy
to the Catholic prisoners. He was condemned to death at the Summer
Assizes, 1589, for being a priest and exercising his office in this country
contrary to 25 Elizabeth, chapter 2, and suffered with great constancy for the
Faith on 24th September, together with the following Mr Robert Hardesty,
2. ROBERT HARDESTY or HARDESTIB, a young man of known piety,
was arrested together with the foregoing on suspicion of having harboured
and relieved him. At his trial at the York Summer Assizes, the only
evidence against the accused, was that he was known to relieve Catholic
prisoners in the Castle. This and the circumstance of his arrest in company
with the priest was enough for the jury, which convicted the prisoner of
what was then a felony. Mr Hardesty was hanged at York, together with
the Venerable William Spenser. During his captivity this courageous
and charitable young man prepared himself carefully for death by much
prayer and deep meditation, and so far from accounting his seizure as a
misfortune, he looked upon it as a great grace and the crowning favour
of his life!
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